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Chapter 12 – Section 2
Muslim Nations


Male Narrator: The memorial in Karachi commemorating the man who persuaded the British to carve a nation for Muslims out of pre-independence India.  Mohammad Ali Jinnah is to this day hailed in Pakistan as the great leader. His argument was that there were two nations in every hamlet, in every village and in every town in India, and they should be separated into the people of two distinct countries. With Jinnah and the other nationalist leaders failing to agree and the Muslim-Hindu riots already erupting Britain saw partition as the only solution.  Hundreds of thousands were to die as the two countries went their separate ways in August 1947. Half a century on, Pakistan cities are bustling, but beyond the surface images of enterprise and cheerful chaos there’s a nation which has been plagued by corruption and in Karachi especially had outbreaks of violence. The catch phrase is that Pakistan is a rich country but the people are poor. It spends half its annual budget paying off its debts.
Female Speaker: Pakistan is at this point struggling to be independent and after 50 years of independence we are struggling to be financially independent.

Male Narrator: A festive mood for this village wedding in the southern province of Sindh their bride and bridegroom maintained the customary solemnity. The occasion disguises the rigors of life in the rural areas too. The villagers work under an age old system, critics call a kind of bonded labor. The landowners call it a partnership. Lal Mohammad has been farming here since before independence, under different landlords. Life has just passed he says. There is not much change and the cost of everything has gone up. There is today only one road border crossing open between Pakistan and India. Trading remains restricted to what porters can carry. People pass both ways through here escaping for their lives at partition. It will be the most dramatic bonus of this year if the talks now underway again between Pakistan and India were to lead to a permanent thaw, but first there’s half a century of mistrust to be overcome.
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