PAGE  
1
Chapter 12 – Section 3
Mountain Kingdoms, Island Republics


Male Narrator: Slowly, very slowly the waters are rising and in 50 years some of the Maldives may have disappeared. The 1,200 coral atolls barely poke above the surface of the Indian Ocean.

Male Speaker #1:  We are very worried about this sea level rise, but we cannot do much. There is nothing we can do about it, you know, because the islands are hardly two meters above sea level, you know, so this is one of the biggest concerns for us.
Male Narrator: The coral and the abundant life in the warm blue waters that lap around the Maldives are its lifeblood. Fishing is the biggest industry, tourism comes a close second. The sea is both a friend and a foe.
A struggle for survival is going on, even the tiniest rise in sea levels threatens the very existence of some of these coral islands and there are constant attempts with sea walls like this to try to hold those waters back.

It’s only token resistance. The Moldavians are powerless. The seas coming in and pleas to the industrialized west to cut mans effect on global warming are largely ignored. In the meantime they are scrambling to hold on to what they have got. They are reclaiming land lost to the sea and even building a brand new island.

Male Speaker #2: This was all under water. This landmass was just one meter below sea level and we have reclaimed, dredged the lagoon and put the sand here and built to two meter height. There is nothing much we can do about the geography of our islands, so we do need to keep ourselves protected.
Male Narrator: Experts differ about how much the sea will rise and when, but any rise spells disaster for the Maldives.  The people here fear they will simply be washed away. 
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