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Chapter 13 – Section 2
Climate Regions – East Asia and Southeast Asia


Male Narrator: When India collided with Asia it didn’t stop moving, it plowed on northwards crumpling the earth’s crust and throwing up a range of mountains, the infant Himalaya. As the mountains rose they intercepted moisture baring winds from the ocean, forcing them upwards, to loose their burden as cloud and rain so was born the monsoon. Today the middle hills are clothed with cloud forest, luxuriant with orchids, ferns and rhododendrons. When the mountains were young, the monsoon reached far into central Asia. As they thrust higher they became a barrier to its northward progress, the lands beyond were condemned to ever increasing desiccation. 
North of the Himalayas lies the high dry plateau of Tibet.  Only a few million years ago this was low lying forest, a haunt of hippo and orangutan. Now it’s frozen, barren, empty. Its dwindling rivers locked in ice nine months of the year. It’s a land of long horizons, distant glimpses of the few creatures that can survive the wind and cold, Tibetan antelope. High up beneath the glaciers there is a little more moisture, snowmelt waters a sparse cover of cushion plants, food for picas, little burrowing rodents, they in turn are food for other creatures.   
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