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Chapter 14 – Section 1
History and Governments – East Asia and Southeast Asia


Male Narrator: China is one of the oldest civilizations surviving today. For thousands of years the Chinese people have been building on the astonishing achievements of their ancestors.
The purple banner behind me reads (Chinese word). It’s an ancient Chinese saying and it means, “We benefit from the past’s creations”, and the Chinese have certainly made some creations in the past. They have invented everything from paper and printing to pasta from walks and warfare to wheelbarrows.
Cut off from the rest of the world for centuries the Chinese developed a unique culture and made many technological, scientific and artistic advances long before the west. Now the creative forces that shaped this huge country have exploded into the full glare of the 21st century.
Jamie Darling: Do you here that? That is the heartbeat of the world’s fastest growing economy. A quarter of the world’s population live in China which means that one in four people are Chinese, twenty million people live here in Shanghai. It’s six times the size of London which makes it one of the world’s biggest cities. The skyline behind me is modern, it’s vibrant and most of it has gone up in the last five to ten years, but if you scratch the surface here you will find one of the oldest and richest cultures that has ever been on the planet. They used to consider themselves to be the center of universe and perhaps they weren’t far wrong.
The borders of modern China, the third largest country in the world, are not the ones that existed in ancient times. China’s first empire was the Q’ing, which gave us the Great Wall of China. When the Q’ing dynasty was formed in the third century B.C. there wasn’t much in the way of roads, but there were two great natural phenomena which gave them a head start in travel and communications, rivers.
The two defining features of the geography are the Yellow and Yangtze Rivers which divide the country up between them.

In ancient times the Yangtze River, the third longest in the world linked most parts of the south and the Yellow River most parts of the north, but there was no waterway to connect them, so the engineers of the Q’ing dynasty invented a solution, man made rivers, in other words canals.

This network of canals stretched right from the lower Yangtze basin up to the more densely populated regions in the north and they used it to transport everything from soldiers to laborers to foods stuffs, but you can be sure they didn’t use peddlers, because they are far too hard work.
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