Chapter 15 – Section 2

Japan

Male Speaker: Japan is a vast population of 127 million people. The majority live in huge urban sprawls. Cities, towns and villages tend to merge into an indistinct blur of houses and humanity. The population density in Tokyo is a phenomenal 33,000 people per square mile. Located on the countries biggest plain, the Kantō plain, Tokyo has spread beyond its political boundaries to form a massive urban complex. The actual population of this metropolis is estimated at 30 million people. Considered together, it’s the world’s largest city.
Despite the perils of the plains that’s where geology forced the Japanese to create their economic miracle. But there is an upside to this geological lottery, because the countries transport network serves vast urban areas on the coastal plains it’s incredibly cost effective. Every kilometer of infrastructure, such as motorways and railways is able to reach far more people than the equivalent services in say Britain and America. So it pays to spend heavily on transport. 

The Japanese are building the fastest and most expensive railway in the world. The Super Maglev. 
I feel like a train spotter. But these beautiful, sleek triumphs of engineering are just amazing. These trains don’t run on wheels, they float on super conducted magnets. 

The technology may be German, but it’s the Japanese who are prepared to spend £90 million a kilometer to build the track; a price worth paying because the train will connect vast urban centers. 
As titanium superconductors a few centimeters beneath my feet generate an immensely powerful magnetic force, the train is hurled forward. 

At this speed it could make the journey from London to Glasgow in just over an hour. I can’t believe it, we are doing over 500 kilometers per hour. That’s about 300 miles an hour. I feel a bit sick. Soon the Japanese are to build a 560 kilometer long track between Tokyo and Osaka. 

The funneling of so many passengers along the same routes certainly makes for efficient transport, but it does have a downside. Overcrowding. 

Here at Ikeudero Metro station nearly half a million people pass through during the daily rush hour. Even though these trains run every minute, not everybody can get on. These guys in the caps are shovers, they regulate access to the train and then they squeeze on as many passengers as possible.  
Content Provided by BBC Motion Gallery


