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Chapter 15 – Section 3
The Koreas


Male Narrator: It’s a dictator’s fantasy. Tens of thousands of North Koreans performing flawless homage to their leader Kim Jong-Il, he’s a God-like figure in the world’s most repressive country. The crowds are monitored closely, strictly no contact allowed between locals and foreign visitors like us.

Unfortunately we are not actually allowed to talk to them here.  Our minders told us we can’t disturb them.

But how long can this regime maintain its stranglehold? Today Pyongyang may seem trapped in some communist time warp, but change is coming to a downtrodden population. Just look at those stores on the street, that’s capitalism and it’s never been allowed here before.

We have just seen over here some people setting up a cooperative shop. It’s one of these economic reforms that started here. We are going to see if we can go and talk to them, that’s if our minders don’t intervene. Okay, we just like to ask them a few questions. We just want to ask you a couple of questions, to ordinary people. Apparently not.
Later we spotted some other private traders, but this is a sensitive topic for a regime obsessed with control.
Male Pedestrian: No nothing.

Translator: Our socialist system is the pride of the world, but it’s true we are modifying it allowing people to sell things at market, come back in a few years and things will be very different here.
Male Narrator: But old habits diehard in North Korea, as these students are finding out, they’ve got new computers now, but still no access to the outside world.
Would you like to be able to go on the internet?
Sometimes it is safer not to say anything. Late at night we managed to give our government minders the slip and walk around Pyongyang. It’s dark and quiet, one store still open, but the owner clearly wary of our camera. Instead we went to pay a call on North Korea’s tiny ex-pat population. A club for foreigners, some deeply cynical about the regime, but others convinced this country is following China’s path to reform.

Male Speaker: I would say things generally improved particularly for business people it becomes more normal if you like or easier to do business.

Male Narrator: Outside another parade. This cult like regime has clung on to power for 60 years, but now the genie of reform is slipping out of the bottle.
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