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Chapter 15 – Section 4
Southeast Asia


Male Narrator: Heading deep into the jungles of Borneo, a vast ancient wilderness, giant bats overhead, a crowded carnival of diversity, but today this isolated Eden is in deep trouble. It is threatened by a blooming new global industry, one that all of us play a part in.
Male Speaker #1: This is their natural habitat, and orangutans need the trees. If you lose the trees you lose the orangutans.
Male Narrator: The culprit is palm oil. These conservationists are tracking the plantations which are now eating into Borneo’s rainforests.

Male Speaker #1: All these white lines are roads, the forest ends where the palm oil starts and this is actually inside the national park.

Male Narrator: On the ground it’s like a battle field, on the left the rainforest in retreat, to the right the advancing armies of palm oil. In theory these palms couldn’t be more environmentally friendly. They produce cheap, clean oil. Britain is now committed to putting it in our cars and buses as bio-diesel. There is a very good chance that you have some of this fruit in your house already today. We use it in cosmetics, in crisps, in margarine and soon it will be in your petrol tanks as well.  The world seems to have an insatiable appetite for palm oil, but at what price?
Another slice of rainforest is cleared to make way for palm oil. The lucrative timber sold off. Half of Borneo’s forests have now vanished this way, the rest are disappearing fast.

Male Speaker #1: This is unbelievable, four months ago this was forest, look at it now, it has been chain sawed, it has been bulldozed and it is going to become palm oil. The industry is out of control, they’re ravaging the land and this is why there are landslides, this is why there are floods, this is why there is climate change.

Male Narrator: Indonesia’s government says it’s now determined to control the industry and keep it away from the rainforests, but it’s a struggle.
Male Speaker #2: You have to fight; perhaps, we have to fight with destruction of the forests. That’s what we are doing now.

Narrator:  But, you also have to make profit from this palm oil industry?

Male Speaker #2: Oh yes sure. That’s for sure. That’s also our life.

Narrator: But it’s their life too and right now Borneo’s orangutans are facing a bleak future.

Male Speaker #1: Of course we are going to lose orangutans. They need the rainforest. There is no substitute for the rainforest and the palm oil is just going to rob us of it. It’s hard to avoid palm oil. It’s in so many supermarket products, but you’ve got to be a conscientious consumer, you have got to think about what you buy.

Narrator: It’s too late for these orphans rescued from the new plantations, the fragile victims of an untamed industry. 
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