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Chapter 16 – Section 2
Climate Regions – Australia, Oceania, and Antarctica


Male Narrator: It’s September, early spring in the southern hemisphere. The Antarctic continent is encircled by sea ice that extends for hundreds of miles northwards around its coasts and encloses all but a few islands. But these ice free islands like South Georgia are very precious. For here the sea never freezes and any sea animal that needs to, can always get ashore. Most of Antarctica is still locked in by sea ice, but as the days lengthen so that slowly retreats. First to be freed is the Antarctic Peninsula, a long arm of the continent that reaches up northwards. For a few months it’s possible to reach its coast by sea. Antarctica is no where lovelier. But even at the height of the summer only two percent of the continent is free from ice and most of that is here. But no sea animals will reach those distant rock slopes until the sea ice breaks up. Gentoo penguins are among the first to make it. They need bare rock for their nests, but even now it’s so scarce they may have a hard climb to reach it.
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