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Chapter 17 – Section 2

Cultures and Lifestyles – Australia, Oceania, and Antarctica


Male Narrator: These people are Samoans. With good justification they believe they were the first true Polynesians. Here on the fiery edge of the Pacific their islands became the cradle of a voyaging culture that knew no bounds. For the people of this rugged and cyclone stricken island, hardship has always been a way of life. Though thin and stony, the soil is rich in minerals and where there is water beneath the ground; crops such as taro will grow. Samoans are perhaps the most industrious and optimistic gardeners in all Polynesia. It takes years of toil and dedication to create a garden from a wilderness of lava rocks, but the Polynesians are renowned for their tenacity. Faced with challenges on land the Samoans have been dependent on their boats to help them trade across the sea. With few resources to command, craftsmanship became their livelihood. The Samoan artisan and his handcrafted wares became much sought after in the neighboring islands of Tonga and Fiji. In between lies a scattering of smaller islands which together formed the Lau group it was here, but long ago, an infant voyaging culture practiced its new ocean going skills. To sail against the wind was essential for exploration of an ocean. In the Lau and other islands of the west pacific, a technique of tacking was devised by which the entire mast and sail were moved to the other end of the craft together with a steering wall. Called shunting, the seemingly clumsy method worked well, but it was essentially a job for two. 
The sailors of the Lau group, together with neighboring Tonga, developed a flourishing trade between the Fijian heart land and distant Samoa. A trading triangle linked by the power of wind and sail. 
The islands of Samoa may not be as bountiful as Fiji, but today Samoans are proud of their long heritage as the architects and builders of a voyaging culture that linked all the islands of this busy crossroads of the Pacific.
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