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Chapter 18 – Section 1
Australia and New Zealand


Male Narrator: On North Island, New Zealand is Tongariro, a sacred mountain of the Maori. On its slope they buried their ancestors. Fearing exploitation by the newcomers, the chief gave this sacred tribal land to the new nation on condition that they should be respected and preserved. In 1887, Tongariro became the first national park in Polynesia. Since then native New Zealanders have found renewed interest in their native wildlife. In the rich seas of Kaikoura where foreign vessels once plundered giant whales, there is now a different kind of exploitation, at a place where harpooning ended only two decades ago, these sperm whales have become the focus of a booming tourist industry. At Kaikoura, the continental shelf is only two miles off shore. Here in the depths live giant squid, the favorite prey of sperm whales. 
The whale watching enterprise was launched by the local Maori community to combat unemployment and has become big business, a new lease of life for them and for the whales. 
The islands of New Zealand are the largest and by far the most ancient in Polynesia, but even here, in little more than a thousand years three quarters of their native forest has been destroyed. Today the surviving remnants are treasured by Maori and other New Zealanders, for whom the great Kauri trees are icons of their country. For Maori children the benevolent spirit of Tarne still lives along side the new faith that came with iron and sheep. Throughout New Zealand ancient taboos are being strengthened by modern views of conservation. For the Maori the great sweep of 90-mile beach is the highway to their spiritual home. This straggling northern most tip of New Zealand is a link with their Polynesian past. It is along this line of sand dunes that the sprits of the dead return to their ancestral homeland.  
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