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Chapter 18 – Section 2
Oceania

Male Narrator: For many years the world could not believe that the Maori and the islanders of the South Seas were the same race. It seemed impossible that a Stone Age culture could have conquered the Pacific. Now they voyage again to renew the ancient links that tie them as one people. In replica canoes, they once more brave the ocean with relearned skills to prove that their ancestors had sailed purposefully to settle these remote islands. From as far away as Hawaii, Polynesians recently came together in the Cook Islands to hold the festival of Pacific Arts. For two centuries the Pacific had not seen such a flotilla of traditionally built sailing craft, nor such a wealth of rediscovered skills. Those that could not voyage in traditional style came by modern boats and planes from Tahiti, the Marques’s, from Samoa, Tonga, Fiji, New Zealand and even Easter Island. For two weeks, Rarotonga the main island of the Cook’s became the focal point of the entire Polynesian world. This was not an event staged for the outside world. It was very much a South Sea’s affair, in honor of each other. 
The people who came to Rarotonga witnessed a new chapter in the story of the Pacific, another step forward in the revival of Polynesian culture. Polynesian people are asserting their concern for the future of their islands both, ecologically and politically. At the eleventh hour, one of the most widespread people on earth have rediscovered their long and common heritage. 
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