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Chapter 1 – Section 1 
Thinking Like a Geographer


MALE SPEAKER:  Ok, we might come here.  It’s a lovely vantage point.  I might look at it as a lovely view.  What do you as a geographer see here?

FEMALE SPEAKER: We can stand and talk about this for hours Kevin.  As a geographer it helps you to see how the different processes explain different parts of the city and its growth.  So if I look over to my left there you’ve got the city of London, which has continued to grow over tens and hundreds of years into the great financial center that it is. And it’s not just a national center, it’s an international center.  Just beyond the city, which you can just start to get a glimpse of perhaps are some of the areas, of poorest housing sectors in this country. Then if we move around the river, you can get a view across there to Canary Wharf and Canary Wharf is a prime example of new outward looking economic development. And it’s the first time really, in the history of London that major financial institutions and others have moved out of the city and relocated in areas where there is more space. Where politically they have been very good tax breaks, not quite a lot of political pressure to move into that area.  That’s now being facilitated by improved transport links such as the Jubilee line, which is about to be opened shortly and down here, I mean, cities couldn’t function without super transport systems and we just couldn’t manage the conglomerations of people.  Straight down here in front of us we have got Waterloo Station.  Now it’s partly because of the rail and the underground, obviously that makes London in terms of its energy efficiency, the most by a far way the most energy efficient city that we have within Britain.  The reason for that is much of the traveling of the millions of people who move in and out of London to work every day is done in energy efficient ways by train, by underground, by buses rather than in other cities where there is a higher proportion of car usage.  And then if you are talking about social issues, if we look just beyond Waterloo Station there we start to see some of the areas of housing where we would be looking hopefully over a few years to see upgrading in that housing, some of the questions that geographers would ask would be, well where are the jobs for the people who are living in that area? Are they working locally? Are they having to commute some distance? What sort of skilled and unskilled jobs exist for those persons? And if the unskilled jobs are declining, then what does that actually mean in terms of social exclusion, exclusion from employment, exclusion from relatively high earnings? And does that spread into other social values and social effects? So those are the sorts of issues that you can see down here.  I hope that it gives you some ideas we haven’t talked about the physical environment.  All of this of course is within the base in here and if you look very carefully albeit, a slightly murky day, you might just see the rise in levels that you get which are the Thames Terraces I was talking about before, going up into the distance, so those are the sorts of, that’s why geographers come up to vantage points such as this to get an idea of how in this case the urban environment could equally as well be the physical environment what its characteristics are and to start to understand the different elements of it and then we need to dig underneath that to sort out the processes that explain what we are observing.
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