Chapter 2 – Section 2

Landforms and Waterways

MALE SPEAKER: They are born on the sea, they live on the sea, die on the sea. They know its moods and motions better than any marine biologist. They’re nomads, constantly moving from island to island, living more than six months a year on their boats.

At low tide they collect sea cucumbers and catch eels. At high tide they dive for shell fish. They’ve been living this way for so many generations they’ve become virtually amphibious. The are the sea gypsies of the Andaman Sea, or as they call themselves the Moken, and miraculously they survived the tsunami because they knew it was coming.

We found this Moken village on an island, two hours by speed boat from the coast of Thailand. It had become something of an exotic tourist Mecca before the tsunami. A Bangkok movie star and amateur photographer named Own, was here on December 26th taking pictures of Moken village life, when someone noticed the sea receding into the distance.

2ND MALE SPEAKER: The first waters they come right over here

MALE SPEAKER: And that was just the first wave, the worst was yet to come, as the Moken knew because of signs from the sea.

It wasn’t only the sea that was acting strangely, it was the animals too. The cicadas, which are usually so loud, suddenly went silent. The silence was heard by Sali Kolochilei, who was on a different part of the island. He ran around warning everyone.

When you told people in the village and said something is wrong, did they believe you?

TRANSLATOR: The young people called me a liar. I’ve said we told of the story of the wave since old times, but then one of the kids believed me. I grabbed my daughter by the hand and said child get out of here or you’ll die. She said you are a liar father, you’re drunk. I hadn’t had a drop to drink.
MALE SPEAKER: Sali brought the skeptics to the waters edge where they too saw the signs, eventually everyone, the Moken and the tourists, climbed to higher ground and were saved.
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