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Chapter 2 – Section 3
Climate Regions The World


MALE SPEAKER #1:  During September and November in the year 2000, huge parts of the country looked like this, some 6000 homes were flooded.  The bill for damage was around 500 million pounds.  By the end of the year, the experts were saying it was the wettest autumn since records began.  It wasn’t just Britain. The year 2000 saw freak weather across the world, vast flooding in the African country of Mozambique.  Europe to, suffered from floods, and there were mudslides in Switzerland.  In the USA, forests burned out of control after an intense heat wave.  The ten warmest years since records began have been in the last twenty years. Some scientists argue that our climate is always changing and that a manmade global warming is over exaggerated. But most now agree that we are to blame.  The fuels we burn in our cars and in factories produce carbondioxide, this mixes with other gases which together acts like a blanket stopping heat escaping and warming the earth up. 
MALE SPEAKER #2:  If we continue to use to emit carbondioxide in the way we are, with an increasing rate, the way we are, the planet will warm a lot over the next hundred years, probably somewhere between 3 and 6 degree centigrade.   
MALE SPEAKER #1:  Now although that might not sound much, that temperature change could have huge effects on the world around us. 
MALE SPEAKER #2:  The warming could lead to melting of the Greenland ice sheet, which would lead to massive sea level rise, it’s a possibility that drying or warming in the Amazon could kill the jungle there and turn it to a desert.
MALE SPEAKER #3:  What do you think 2050 might be like in Britain?
MALE SPEAKER #2:  There will be probably wetter winters, more instances of flooding and hotter summers. Possibly quite a lot drier as well, but of course, dryer conditions often mean you can’t grow crops so well and there are implications on all sorts of other things.
MALE SPEAKER #3:  To avoid the most drastic consequences of climate change, most climate scientists would agree that we need to have some urgent action to try and reduce our dependence on some fuels that produce carbon dioxide, and that requires a combination of agreements between governments on cuts, also local action so that people change the way they do things.
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