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Chapter 3 – Section 2
Global Cultures


MALE SPEAKER #1: Until recently Bhutan’s only set of traffic lights were at this junction, but people didn’t like them. So, the dancing policeman has been restored. As this Himalayan kingdom prepares for democracy though, there are fears that with globalization there can be no going back.
MALE SPEAKER #2: Reaction has been one of concern, because anything that is untested and is not known to the people, they have anxiety.

MALE SPEAKER #1: Forty years ago, Bhutan was effectively a closed country, but having decided to open up some now want to put the brakes on. Aspects of western life have been enthusiastically embraced. Indeed, it was fascination with international football that led the government, a little reluctantly to allow television into Bhutan in 1999. But revealing the world beyond the mountains has changed the character of Bhutan. This family used to eat and talk together, now it is TV dinners in front of the box. Grandmother told me how she loves Hindi soap operas and now spends almost every evening watching TV such is her obsession that she forgets to cook and feels guilty neglecting her prayers. TV companies have just taken the decision to ban some of the forty channels beamed into Bhutan, the wrestling channel for one is deemed an unhealthy influence. Government too is anxious to keep consumerism under control. In the high street only traditional advertising is allowed and you won’t find big hoardings for cigarettes either. Selling tobacco is now a crime and at the local police station constables proudly show off contraband tobacco.        
MALE SPEAKER #2: Sometimes we wonder as to when we look to the industrialized world, when you look at the developed world whether there is in fact an advancement in terms of civilization or whether there has been a decivilization.

MALE SPEAKER #1: Bhutan is undergoing rapid cultural change, schoolboys who might once have studied the path of inner peace and tranquility at the monastery can now be found at the internet café, shooting and killing in cyberspace.

MALE SPEAKER #2: Along with the software, some argue Bhutan is downloading a virus, a Trojan horse filled with western consumerist values that will one day destroy all that makes this country unique.

MALE SPEAKER #1: But globalization also promises knowledge, wealth, and international friendship, all of which this fragile beautiful land desperately needs.
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