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Chapter 6 – Section 2
Issues and Challenges – The United States and Canada


MALE SPEAKER:  The waves are heavy with ice as winter reaches the Arctic. This is the moment when the sea starts to freeze, but in this forbidding landscape, in the far north of Canada, the climate is changing. All this should be rock hard by now, instead only the edges are icy, a devastating site for the people who live here. For Inuit hunters like Billy Evick, the lack of ice is a profound blow to an ancient tradition. He can use his boat to go fishing, but to go hunting in the historic Inuit way he needs the sea to freeze over. Inuit culture has long revolved around the ice.  Generations of hunters have used it to reach their prey. A frozen sea is the key to survival, but right now the ice is missing. 
BILLY EVICK: I have heard that the global warming and that has a big effect on us now. It doesn’t look good.

MALE SPEAKER: Villages like Pagnatun are among the first to feel the effects of global warming, a process that will touch us all is starting here in the Arctic.

MALE SPEAKER: By this time of the year this far north you’d normally expect these Arctic waters to be frozen solid. Well look at it now, over the last 30 years people here have seen their climate go through dramatic change.

MALE SPEAKER: The Inuit feel their way of life is under threat, Mike and his grandchildren talk about the animals they depend on. He says their language which evolved over thousands of years, has no words to describe the new climate.  The weather is changing he says and getting warmer, but nobody is prepared for this.  Donald, a teacher originally from Scotland is trying to put that right. He has known the region for 20 years and he wants the next generation in the village to understand what’s happening to them.
MALE SPEAKER:  What have you guys noticed about the changes?

MALE SPEAKER: In the local school he is designing a new course on climate change. To explain the role of the Arctic and what it means for them now.

MALE SPEAKER: Over the last 1,000 years the Inuit have adapted to many different changes, but of course nobody’s really aware of that because it has happened over 1000 years, but the kind of changes they’re going to see are going to be very rapid and going to happen within their life time.

MALE SPEAKER: For many Inuit people the world is changing at bewildering speed.  It’s not just that cappuccino has reached the arctic; the weather is new as well.

MALE SPEAKER: (Inuit Man) says that in the old days we could look at the sky and know what was coming.  Now we can’t predict it he says.  The hunters return through waters that should by now be frozen.  By boat there is a limit to what they can catch and the total haul from this trip a single duck.  Climate change is usually seen as a threat in the future, here it’s undermining livelihoods right now.
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