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Chapter 7 – Section 2

Climate Regions – Latin America


MALE SPEAKER: Amazonia lies on the eastern side of the Andes. Here torrential tropical rains water the prolific jungle. But the mountains block the moisture baring winds, so some of the western side receives almost no rain. Here lies the world’s driest desert, the Atacama. 
The Atacama can go for years with literally no rain at all; it’s hard to imagine how anything could survive here. And yet it does. Guanacos, these South American camels can tolerate extremes of heat and cold, a desert might seem a better place for a camel than the snows of Patagonia, but the Atacama is a challenge even for them. For what they can live on? With hardly any water here how could plants possibly grow? This is the key to survival in the Atacama the Pacific Ocean. The desert is a narrow strip between the mountains and the sea. Moist air over the water is chilled by a cold ocean current just off shore, so every day a blanket of fog rolls in from the Pacific. The fog is almost the only source of water in the desert. Moisture condenses on the cactus spines, enough for liken to grow and every morning. The lican is covered with precious droplets of water. This water provides a life giving drink for the few hardy inhabitants of the Atacama. Guanacos and everything else in this dessert are living on the edge. Without the moisture from the early morning fog life in the Atacama would be almost impossible.   
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