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Chapter 8 – Section 1
History and Governments – Latin America


MALE SPEAKER: The Aztecs inherited much of their understanding of the seasons from the astronomical knowledge of an earlier Mesoamerican civilization, the Maya. To both peoples the sun was a temperamental god who would only rise each day if a debt of ritual sacrifice was paid.  
FEMALE SPEAKER: Actually all the celestial bodies and forces of nature were gods that had to be worshiped and feared. The Maya believed that the very meaning of life was all tied up with the movement of the constellations and the changing of the seasons.

MALE SPEAKER:  You can see evidence of these beliefs everywhere, here at Chichen Itza. The entire city is built is in an environment with the sun and the moon.  

FEMALE SPEAKER: Apparently the steps on the four sides of this temple add up to 365 which is a solar year. Precisely at the spring and autumn equinox, the edges of the pyramid cast a zigzag pattern down the side of the steps, forming a path of a serpent slivering down from the top to its head. 
MALE SPEAKER: The precise alignment to these buildings reviews the incredible understanding the Maya had of the changing positions of the sun and the moon through the seasons. Generation upon generation of ancient astronomers must have painstakingly recorded the movements of the celestial bodies across the night sky.  

FEMALE SPEAKER: This is the observatory trade where the Mayan priests would have come to perform all the observations on which their incredible understanding of time was based.

MALE SPEAKER: An accurate understanding of the movement of the solar system meant the Maya were able to understand the changing seasons and crucially the coming of the rains. The priests were then able to tell the people when to plant and harvest their crops. Astronomy was vital for the survival of the entire civilization.

FEMALE SPEAKER: All these observations led to the development of a uniquely accurate cylindrical system. The Maya calendar could predict solar and lunar eclipses as well as transits of Venus right up to 2012, it surpassed even more than our own calendar can do.  
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