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Chapter 8 – Section 2
Cultures and Lifestyles – Latin America


FEMALE SPEAKER: King Lear holding court in the heart of Brazil, but here in Corichiba, Shakespeare isn’t just for the elite. Seven hundred of the city’s poorest children earn their tickets by collecting four kilos of rubbish each for recycling.  The local government says events like this encourage respect for the environment and public participation in city life. Corichiba’s one-and-half million people benefit from one of the world’s rare examples of a green city, designed for people not cars.
FEMALE SPEAKER: The population of Corichiba has tripled in the last 20 years, but that hasn’t meant the usual shanty towns, traffic jams, pollution and violence.  Instead the local authority here has had a strategic plan, giving high quality services to rich and poor alike.
FEMALE SPEAKER:  The bus system would be the envy of any European City.  Buses fill at a rate of eight passengers a second using specially designed platforms people pay before boarding saving valuable time. A third of the city’s car owners now leave their cars at home. This commuter said she saves half an hour a day after switching to the bus.  In their traffic free lanes, the buses run as fast as underground trains and they cost one-hundredth of the price to install. The design of Corichiba was the brainchild of Jaime Lerner, an architect and former mayor. He thinks every city in the world could learn lessons from it.
MALE SPEAKER: Corichiba proved that it is possible, that the destiny of the cities, it’s not a tragedy, you can change it.  It depends on you, on the political decision, yes but more than that.  It depends how the people are called for a shared cause.
FEMALE SPEAKER: Unlike in other South American cities the shanty towns haven’t just been left to fend for themselves.  A recycling exchange at street corners keeps them clean. For every four kilos of rubbish residence are given a kilo of bananas and potatoes.  Thirty-five thousand of the neediest families now have enough to eat.  One woman told us that people here were healthier; rubbish wasn’t filling the drains and breeding mosquitoes. Corichiba is no paradise, but it shows delegates at the UN City Summit that to reverse the downward spiral of congestion and squalor doesn’t require huge budgets rather a strong vision and commitment to a better urban environment.
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