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Chapter 9 – Section 2
Central America and the Caribbean


FEMALE SPEAKER: Eco Tourism opens up fragile habitat at the same time as generating income for their protection, for developing countries, anxious to avoid the environmental destruction of mass tourism without losing out on the earnings.  Eco Tourism promises to make conservation pay. The problem is, that until now, Eco Tourism has been little more then a trendy label with no scientific basis. Belize is one country that is adopting a more carefully planned approach to tourism and the latest mapping and computer technology ensure that the environment is becoming a priority.  The hope is that Eco Tourism could provide the missing link between conservation and development. San Antonio in Belize’s southern district of Toledo is a village of Maya Indians. The Mayas are a minority in Belize’s multicultural society whose ancestors have lived in the region for thousands of years. Today some 1500 people live here, surviving on subsistence farming and a few cash crops. With poor health care infant mortality is high. Few families can afford to send their children to secondary school.  Mayas, like Diego Boll, want development, but not at the expense of their language and traditions. They are proud of their culture and are considering whether to restore the nearby Maya temple at Dushenka to attract tourist and supplement their income. At the ruins, community leaders are preparing for the assembly of the Maya people in two weeks time.
MALE SPEAKER: Okay brothers, we are once again here together or discuss types of development that we have seen coming into our villages and how these developments have been affecting our way of life. For the past 20 years we have seen different agencies coming into our villages offering us assistance and I think their intention is not really to develop us, but rather to continue to keep us down.
MALE SPEAKER: Yeah, but what sort of development we should think about if these, their projects turn out then successful.

MALE SPEAKER: A project like renovating the ruin here which been cut would be a very good opportunity to get this place fixed so as to attract tourism, but we are to think of the future that we hold our system on culture would be effected if a lot of outsiders begin to pour in, to come and see the site.
MALE SPEAKER: There is a possibility, probably, no that we can control the flow of people who would come into our community. Who will be able to visit the restored Mayan temple? There are new type of development, you know, projects that are coming. Eco Tourism which is good because that is protecting your environment and this is what we are looking at.
MALE SPEAKER: I don’t think anybody else noted what Eco Tourism is all about, so I think somebody has to really go there and find out.
MALE SPEAKER:  Alright thanks.
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