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Chapter 9 – Section 3
South America


MALE SPEAKER: Imagine living in a rainforest with no rain. Jose has just had to dig this well, because last year the worst drought in living memory ruined one-half of his crops.  His family survived, but he fears more droughts will follow.

MALE SPEAKER: He told me that life would become very difficult. He’ll stay, but many others will leave. The drought last year was beyond anyone’s experience, but it won’t be the last. Scenes like this are exactly what climate scientists are now predicting as global warming hits the Amazon. It’s hard to believe this dense vibrant landscape could every dry out, but that’s what the latest research is suggesting. In the heart of the jungle scientists have built an observation tower to gather data. I made the long hot climb up to the top. One key finding is the rising levels of greenhouse gases are having an impact.

MALE SPEAKER: It’s high above the rainforest that scientists have made an important discovery about the role of this vast ocean of trees in the global climate.  The forest gives off quite a bit of carbon dioxide, but it absorbs even more, but now there is mounting evidence, that  that’s changing with implications for us all.
MALE SPEAKER: The billions of trees act as a break on global warming, but they now look set to become victims of it and the scientists are getting worried.

MALE SPEAKER: Last year’s drought maybe a taste of things to come. It’s too early to say whether it actually is the start of the drying prediction coming true. But, if we see a drought like last year, several years in a row, that would start to have severe implications for the forest. The forest would not survive under that level of rainfall long term.
MALE SPEAKER: So what do the Brazilians make of this warning? Well I traveled up river with the head of Amazon policy at Brazil’s environment ministry she believes everyone needs to help save the rain forest.

FEMALE SPEAKER: What we have to do is commit the world to protect the Amazon, to understand that Brazil wants to protect the Amazon.

MALE SPEAKER: Each generation here depends on a delicate balance and the pattern of the rainfall. That now seems to be changing. So if the scientists are right these children will see the rainforest vanish around them.
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