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Chapter 10 – Section 1
Physical Features - Europe


MALE SPEAKER: Iceland was forged in geology’s recent past.  Lava welling up from the mid Atlantic ridge thrust a huge section of the seabed above the surface.  Now many eruptions later Iceland is almost half the size of Britain and is still growing. Here, in the center of Iceland, the frost giants rule all year. Vatnajökull, the largest icecap in Europe, its ice is almost a kilometer deep. Iceland’s frozen heart lies directly above the upwelling of molten lava which created the land. This Sapphire Lake hints at the fires beneath the ice. Even in its fitful sleep the volcano melts a new underworld of ice caves. And the volcano’s heat is joined by the sun. Geysers explode with energy. And in this most volcanic of countries this Arctic battle ground, fire clashes with ice. In 1996 this gigantic eruption melted 3000 million tons of ice. Immense pressure was building, soon it would lift even the unimaginable mass of the icecap above, a colossal new force was about to be unleashed. In a single day three cubic kilometers of water escaped and this normally small river swelling until it outstripped Niagara five times over.
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