Chapter 10 – Section 2
Climate Regions - Europe


MALE SPEAKER: Over a period of 3000 years, a volume of water equivalent to all the oceans falls on our planet. The movement of this water around the globe is known as the 'Water Cycle'. Water evaporates from the oceans and passes into the atmosphere. It makes its way back down when it falls as rain or snow. Huge quantities of water fall at the North and South Poles adding to the ice already there. The polar ice sheets grow, taking up more and more water. So as the ice builds up, sea levels go down. But when temperatures begin to rise, the opposite happens. Melted water from the ice runs down into the oceans and the water levels begin to rise. That's exactly what was happening 10,000 years ago, and eventually gave us the Mediterranean Coastline we know today. The Med stretches from the Straits of Gibraltar in the west, across Spain, Greece and Turkey to the shores of Israel and the Middle East. To the North, is mainland Europe, and to the South, the continent of Africa. The climate of the Mediterranean has changed little since ancient times. Through the long hot summer months, the Mediterranean is dry and parched. When after months of drought the weather finally changes, the rain is a God-send, replenishing both the land and the springs. 
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