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Chapter 11 – Section 1
History and Governments - Europe


MALE SPEAKER: Within a few months of its appearance in Sicily, the Black Death was erupting around the Mediterranean Coast. It moves very rapidly some places before others depending on sea routes, river routes and moves with incredible speed.  It spreads with, like lightening. In less than a year it devoured Europe. It ripped through Italy, Spain, France and Germany. In the summer of 1348, the Black Death arrived on the South Coast of England. By November it had reached London. There were over a hundred churches within the city walls of London each with its own graveyard. The record state that within a few months of the arrival of the Black Death, they were full, as people kept dying the authorities had to find somewhere to bury them. Just outside the city walls a patch of rough pasture was donated by wealth noblemen to be used as an emergency burial ground. This is where the archeologist have been digging, Seven hundred years later, one of the largest Black Death cemeteries in Europe. There were telling details which hinted at the full horror of the situation. It seems that people were dying so fast that the authorities couldn’t keep up. Bodies were being left to rot for weeks before being carted out of the city.
MALE SPEAKER: It must have been horrendous, imagine maybe a third to half of the population of London died in six months. The nightmarishness of seeing your friends, parents dying, you are left on your own, There’s nobody to look after you and then you start feeling the same symptoms come, on and then within 24 hours 36 hours you too at are dead.
MALE SPEAKER: What was this terrifying contagion that had appeared from nowhere?  People believed it killed by somehow corrupting the workings of the body. That it could enter by the lungs, and that any foul smelling air could contain the agent of death. In 1348 mankind was powerless to stop it, within three years of the first cases in Sicily; the Black Death had claimed millions of lives. From Barcelona to Moscow from Italy to Norway, and then in 1351, it stopped. Just as suddenly as it appeared, it was gone.
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