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Chapter 11 – Section 2
Culture and Lifestyles - Europe


MALE SPEAKER: Alta, Northern Norway 300 miles inside the Arctic Circle.  Two families are paying a belated tribute to their ancestors, leaders of the bloodiest revolution in the history of the Lapps, the people who preferred to be called the Sami.  Sami from allover Scandinavia are attending.  Mons Somby and Aslak Hetta were decapitated 145 years ago, but only today can their heads be buried.  The skulls lie in these caskets waiting for the priests blessing.  These families are lucky to have found their relatives.  Hundreds of other Sami skeletons were ripped from graves by scientists.  Only now is the state waking up to the harm it’s done.  To see how Land issues affect the Sami today we traveled inland to Finmark where most of Norway’s 30,000 Sami live.  Now back from exile, Nillus wanted us to see the nomadic herding life before it became a tourist site.  He is angry at the way young Sami are pushed away from their roots.  Sami children are forced to attend Norwegian schools where the old skills are not taught. Nillus himself was forcibly removed from his nomadic parents at the age of seven.  Adva Hetta and a few other reindeer herders left, find it hard to keep their traditions in the face of a hostile state. Today Adva is trying to separate his animals from two other herds that have been forced to share the same autumn feeding grounds.  The state claims there are too many reindeer so herds are forced into ever smaller areas.  At root is the clash from which all else stems stands.  Adva believes the Sami belong to the land where as the state says it belongs to Norway.
MALE SPEAKER:  It’s not mine.  I cannot take it.  It’s not mine.

MALE SPEAKER:  Today increasing numbers of Sami are lured away from the nomadic life using state handouts to settle around towns like Katacanu. It was at the town’s church that Mons Somby and Aslak Hetta led a raid in 1852.  They killed two men, but were soon captured and executed.  Their heads taken south, the skull taking was the start of a trend.  Until scientists stopped trying to prove that the Sami were not Norway’s original people there can be no compromise over land.  Hundreds more skulls remain unburied, scientific specimens for Norwegians, missing relatives for the Sami.
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