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Chapter 12 – Section 3
Southern Europe


FEMALE SPEAKER: It’s been described as one of the most extravagant cities in Spain and one of the best ways to see the sites is by horse and carriage, like me. Seville is famous for the colorful ceramic tiles which decorates its buildings. An idea introduced by the Moors when they invaded Spain in the Eighth Century and one of the most beautiful examples is Seville’s royal palace, the Reales Alcazares. The Moors came from North Africa and settled in southern Spain giving it the name Al Andalutha, which is where the regions modern name Andaluthia, comes from.  They stayed for nearly 400 years creating Europe’s major Muslim territory.
MALE SPEAKER: Opposite the palace is the city’s cathedral.

MALE SPEAKER: When Seville was re-conquered by Christians in 1248, the city’s main mosque was turned into a church that is until 1401 when the authorities decided to knock it down and start again. Legend has it that they said let’s create such a building, that future generations will take us for the lunatics.
MALE SPEAKER: Well I don’t know how daft they were, but they certainly built a big one, that is enormous. In fact, it’s one of the three largest cathedrals in the world along with Saint Peters in Rome and Saint Paul's in London and the Bell Tower is actual minaret from the original mosque.
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