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Chapter 13 – Section 1
Physical Features Russia


MALE SPEAKER #1: My country covers one-sixth of the land surface of our planet.  Our northern shores bounded by the Artic Ocean and stretches nearly halfway around the world, across eleven time zones. The winters are long and bitterly cold. This is the realm of our great white bear. This frozen frontier merges with the biggest forest in the world. A carpet of hardy conifers, called the Taiga, runs from Scandinavia right the way across Siberia to the Pacific Ocean and covers over a third of my country. To the south, the forest gives way to the boundless depths. The step region arose from our border with Western Europe to Mongolia. Here in the dry center of the continent trees fail to grow and only grasses and small shrubs take root. The Tien Shan, or celestial mountains on our remote frontier with China. Snow leopards roam these icy peaks. Lake Baikal, in southern Siberia is the largest fresh water lake in the world, and as you see our Russian bears are much in evidence around its shores. And beyond Siberia is Kamchatka.  Kamchatka is a part of the ring of fire, a line of volcanic activity that girdles the Pacific Ocean. With 33 active volcanoes and many geysers, it is one of our most spectacular regions.
MALE SPEAKER #2: Here is your largest inland sea on our planet, the Caspian.  Unlike its neighbor the Black Sea which opens into the Mediterranean Sea. The Caspian is completely enclosed and has no access to the oceans of the world. Actually, the surface on which I am floating is 27 meters below the world sea level. The Caspian is fed chiefly by the Volga, one of our great rivers. It starts life more than 2,000 miles away in northern Russia, here where the Volga comes and meets the Caspian. It splits into more than 800 channels and forms an immense fertile delta.     
MALE SPEAKER #3: The River Volga is the architect of these fertile landscapes. It has deposited huge quantities of sediment on the northern edge of the Caspian Sea, forming a great sprawling delta 200 kilometers across. Beyond the maze of channels, reed beds and lagoons there are shoals barely a meter deep extending into the Caspian for 50 kilometers.
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