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Chapter 14 – Section 1
History and Government - Russia


MALE SPEAKER #1:  Russians on Red Square watched without regret as one of the most tumultuous years in their history went out, and braced themselves for the unknown of 1992.  A soldier says life will be better.  It is risky to make predictions, this man says, “I won’t do it.”  The guard was still being mounted at Lenin’s tomb, but the creed and country he founded are gone.  The Russian flag now flies over the Kremlin and this land no longer looks like the workers paradise conceived by Lenin. Earlier today on Red Square, a homeless woman was begging for charity for herself and her baby.  People looked shocked and gave, she thanked them.  Let god send his blessing in 1992 to the Soviet Union, she says, so that people here can live like people in the west.  Right now Russians are living in limbo, still earning communist wages, but about to be subjected to capitalist prices.  No one knows how much a bag of groceries will cost on Thursday when the government ends a 70-year price freeze.  
MALE SPEAKER #2:  A war veteran waited in line for the last of the cheap state supplied goods until he exploded with anger.  “I can’t find anything,” he says, “not even sausage, what did I fight for, what did we take Berlin for?” Patience was the one thing that Russians hadn’t run out of yet. Now even that is in short supply.
MALE SPEAKER #3:  Make any prediction you want about this country and you could be right, food riots, another coup, but it is also possible that Russia’s problems could be cured by the economic shock therapy about to be administered.  That’s the hope for 1992.
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