PAGE  
1
Chapter 6 – Section 1
Living in the United States and Canada Today

Anthony Mason: It is not really Christmas in New York until the tree is lit-up, the shops are done up and one family shows up. Every year the Rohm family of Salisbury, Vermont spends the Christmas season selling trees. While living in a camper on a corner in New York’s Greenwich Village.
Mrs. Rohm: This is traditional, probably not in your eyes, but to us it has been our tradition for eighteen years. The first year we had a whole slew of Vermonters saying are you crazy going to New York, you know, are you going to take a gun?
Anthony Mason: But Paddy and Billy, their three kids, one grandson, and their dog, Baby, have put down seasonal roots here. 
Tree Shopper: I kind of like this one. The Charlie Brown tree.

Mr. Rohm: It’s the smallest one we have.
Anthony Mason: As their family tree business grew, their extended family grew too.  The neighborhood has adopted them.
Mr. Rohm: Even the cops are nice, even the homeless guys are nice, everybody is nice to us.
Anthony Mason: Some people give them free electricity; others give them keys to their apartments. Timmy Rohm who is almost ten is a regular at the tavern across the street.

Timmy: Hey Tom.

Tom: Some apple juice Timmy?

Male Speaker: The whole neighborhood embraces them really, everybody loves that they are here.

Anthony Mason: Here the family eats for free, the Rohm family Christmas is not conventional in any sense of the word, but it works for them, crammed into their camper on their little corner of New York.
So, does this feel like Christmas to you?
Miss Rohm: Yes, I mean, nothing else would feel like Christmas at all.

Anthony Mason: And New Yorkers believe it or not make it feel a lot like Christmas.

Mr. Rohm: I start getting knocks on the door with presents.  It is embarrassing…
Anthony Mason: People give you presents?

Mr. Rohm: Wrapped presents in shopping bags.

Anthony Mason: A little seasonal warmth in a city not always known for the kindness of strangers.
*****
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