Chapter 10
Government Spending

Female Reporter: On the frozen fields of Iowa, a toasty and backers insist, educational oasis will soon appear: a tropical rain forest, aquarium, and hotel complex paid for by your tax dollars. The price tag…50 million bucks.

Male Speaker: For that amount of money you could probably send every one of the 15,000 residents down to Brazil to see the real thing.

Female Reporter: That’s not all. The Senate is set about this week on a catchall spending bill riddled with pet projects— among them, 12 million for a project that turns chicken…waste into energy; 3 million to a Florida program that promotes golf for kids; and no irony here, half a million for a university program which examines how Congress makes budget decisions.
Male Speaker: Your tax dollars are not necessarily going to the highest and best use. It’s going to members of Congress district’s who have a lot of political muscle.

Female Reporter: Watchdog group Taxpayers for Common Sense picked through the 1,200-page budget bill and uncovered nearly 8,000 items slipped in by lawmakers.

But because of the way bills are passed, there is no way to take offending items out without killing the whole budget.

Male Speaker: There is only one thing to do, and that is to vote this turkey down and start over.

Female Reporter: That’s not likely. Chances are the Senate will pass the bill, the president will sign it, and tax money will pay 220,000 for a blueberry research facility in Maine, 2 million to give Wisconsin dairy farmers a marketing setup for fancy cheese, but not a single dollar to take the bitter taste out of taxpayers’ mouths.
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