Chapter 13

Fighting Unemployment, Inflation, and Poverty

Male Reporter: At the food bank among the homeless, the unemployed, and the aging, there are those who work a full 40 hours a week and still need a handout to make ends meet. 

Female Speaker: Oh, there is a banana. That’s good. Oh, honey, this is pudding. You like pudding, right?

Male Reporter: What comes from the food bank goes a long way toward feeding Terecita Bonites and her sons—ten-year-old Nikko and six-year-old Bruce. Terecita is one of millions of workers striving to get by on the minimum wage or little more. 

How much do you actually bring home? 
Terecita: $305.89.
Male Reporter: $305.89?
Terecita: Every two weeks.

Male Reporter: Every two weeks?
Terecita: Uh-huh.
Male Reporter: At the end of the month, when the bills are paid, almost nothing is left. 

Terecita: And it is only like $32.

Male Reporter: You have $32?
Terecita: Hmm. Yes.

Male Reporter: That’s little more than a dollar a day, remaining after her 40 hour week at a San Francisco Service Station. She is paid $8.50 an hour above the minimum wage, but still well below what it takes to live in an expensive city. 

Terecita: It is one room for three.

Male Reporter: For three of you. So, you have a blowup…

Terecita: Bed...

Male Reporter: A blowup bed?
Terecita: Yeah.

Male Reporter: Terecita, Nikko, and Bruce live in one crowded room in an SRO, a single room occupancy hotel. At night they blow up the bed and sleep on the floor.

Terecita: I can do it, I can manage everything, organize to make it a room a little bit for us.

Male Reporter: Most of her pay goes for rent.

Terecita: The rent is 386, the cable is like 21, the electric is like 14.

Male Reporter: For this family TV is the only luxury. 

You can’t take them out?
Terecita: Movie, no, I never. It is too expensive. 

Male Reporter: How about your boys? They must know that they don’t have things a lot of others kids could have.

Terecita: They know; they know mommy has no money.

Male Reporter: At a time when many are unemployed, Terecita is grateful to have a job. 

Terecita: We need to survive…be patient…some day.
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