Chapter 15

Economic Growth and Stability

Female Reporter: Marquette, Kansas, is the kind of small town some people dream of living in.
Male Speaker: We take a lot of care and pride in this town and that’s one of the neat things about it.

Female Reporter: But Marquette’s really small, only about 600 or so people and that’s its problem. Not enough kids. In fact, about a year ago, they thought they might have to close the town’s only school. Grocer Steve Piper is also the mayor.

Steve Piper: The thing about the school is it’s the very backbone of the town; without it you’re going to see dwindling population. People aren’t going to move to town if there’s no school there.

Female Reporter: So, Marquette came up with a new twist on an old Kansas idea, homesteading—offer free land to people to build new homes on. They had no idea how many would come.
Steve Piper: Are you the Alans?  How are you doing?

Iris Alan: Fine.

Steve Piper: Iris.
Female Reporter: Iris Alan and her son have just arrived from Alaska. It is the first time they have set foot in Kansas.

Steve Piper: We had about 1,000 inquiries about our free lots and we have 80 new families going to be moving to Marquette in the next year.

Female Reporter: Artist Richard Tibida moved here from Santa Fe to be closer to his daughter.

Richard Tibida: The mayor approached me and he said, “I think I know of a place that’s available,” and that’s how I ended up with this building and it’s glorious because I can work as big as I wish.
Russ Horn: You got a kitchen, cabinets through here….
Female Reporter: Russ Horn’s wife is from Marquette. They were living in Wichita but decided to move back when they heard about the free land. 

Russ Horn: I am building what I hope turns out to be a beautiful home and I plan on this being the last home I ever live in.

Female Reporter: So many families are moving here now that the town has set aside a second field of dreams. 

Female Speaker: People are nice, it’s not overcrowded, it is a good feeling, it’s safe.

Female Reporter: Marquette’s plan is working. This year because of families like the Alans, grade school enrollment is up from 120 kids to 145.

Steve Piper: We are, you know, making some dreams come true for people and it’s a good feeling.
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