Chapter 16

International Trade

Female Speaker: Here we go….

Male Reporter: For Sarah Bonjourni, it began with a simple question. Could she and her family live normal lives for one year, if they decided not to buy anything “Made in China?”
Sarah Bonjourni: It’s nothing against China. It’s more like an experiment to measure how far China has pushed into our lives. 

Male Reporter: The simple answer: It was everywhere in their lives, from her kitchen...

Sarah Bonjourni: Our coffee maker broke late last year and we didn’t replace it in time as all coffee makers come from China unless you are going to shell out for an expensive Italian Espresso Maker.

Male Reporter: To Kevin’s work room; pegboard hangers for his tools only come from China. 

Kevin: I’ve gone all year long with basically my tools just laying around.

Male Reporter: To shoes for fast growing Wes, a non-China pair costs them $65 and when Kevin’s $20 Chinese sunglasses broke, Sarah bought him some new ones made in the USA. 

Sarah Bonjourni: I believe they were about $150, so that would be not normally in the budget.

Male Reporter: And don’t even get her started on finding toys for the kids.

Sarah Bonjourni: That one’s from China, huh?

Male Reporter: The products the Bonjourni’s became so dependent on came from factories just like this one here in China, and because of these factories, Americans get a bargain every time they go shopping and these people get a chance at a better life. China’s economy, at one time run by the state, is now all about private enterprise. Fifteen years ago, private industry contributed $5.3 billion to the economy. Now, the number is more like $288 billion, an increase of more than 5000% and still climbing because of factories like this one. These young women earn all of a $100 a month. For Lee Zhou Yu that’s three times what her parents make as peasant farmers.

Sarah Bonjourni: We forget sometimes, we just see these things on the store shelf, but individual people make these items that are all over your house, and I would love to know what their lives are like?

Male Reporter: Because of your work here, are you going to have a better life? Would you be able to buy things that you want to have? 

Translator: Yes, she tells us. The family now has color TV and all new furniture. Low paying by our standards, these jobs change lives and fuel dreams. Chin Nan Peing is saving up so he can someday get married and have a house. For Sarah, the experiment is over. She is back to buying from China. 

Sarah Bonjourni: The global economy seems like it’s way out there on the horizon, but in fact you are mixed up with it right in your living room.

Male Reporter: America, it seems, is addicted to cheap goods from China, but China is just as addicted to the profits that are reshaping a country.
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