Chapter 20

Global Economic Challenges

Male Reporter: What could possibly pack this school on a Sunday afternoon in spring in tony Greenwich, Connecticut? Out of the mouths of babes comes the answer. These kids are starting early learning what many people believe will be the language of International Commerce when they get older—Chinese. Christopher Dunn is four years old, but can already count to 10. Do it backwards. Christopher’s seven-year-old brother, Alex, and his ten-year-old twin sisters, Mary Caroline and Madeline, are all studying Chinese, because their parents, Ray and Callie, believe a nation of one billion people is bound to affect the kids’ lives. 
Ray: The way the world is developing, China is becoming so much more important.

Male Reporter: What else can you say?
Christopher: Grape.

Male Reporter: Well, how do you say grape?

Christopher: Putao. 
Male Reporter: There are close to 200 students in this school including children adopted from China. There is already a waiting list for next year, when Christopher will be back.

Christopher: I don’t really know hard words.

Male Reporter: Yeah, maybe next year you’ll learn hard words.

Christopher: When I am in my brother’s class, or my sisters’ class.

Young Girl Reading Chinese …….

Male Reporter: His older sisters are already reading and writing Chinese. In the past, these kids might have been urged to learn French or Spanish, but that was when the U.S. was focused on Europe, and China was in the economic dark ages. It’s not any more.

Teacher: What’s the meaning of (Chinese word) in English?

Male Reporter: The Chinese have been teaching English for years in public schools, so Christopher Dunn’s generation has to catch up.

You speak better Chinese than I do, you know that?

Christopher: I know a lot of words.
Male Reporter: Yeah.

And by the time he is an adult, the U.S. and China still might not be on the same page, but at least they could be speaking the same language.
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