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Chapter 2 – Section 2

Egyptian Civilization

Narrator: Four thousand years ago, in about 2540 BC, the Egyptians built the great pyramid. This monumental feat of engineering took over 20 years and over 200,000 men to build. The pharaoh who ordered its construction was King Khufu of Egypt’s fourth dynasty.  
Before anything was built, the pyramid’s foundation was precisely aligned on a north south axis, using the Egyptian’s intimate knowledge of the stars. Within the pyramid, the engineers designed a complex system of tunnels and at the pyramid’s heart, three burial chambers. Herein laid the pyramids soul purpose, immortality for the pharaoh, not only would the pyramid hold his mummified remains, but it would also serve as an eternal home to the pharaoh’s spirit.  Thousands of men worked day and night to build this colossal tomb. With copper and rock hammers as their only tools, quarrymen carved out blocks of stone weighing up to 2.5 tons, the size of a pickup truck. Over 2.3 million blocks of stones went into the great pyramid. To place this many stones into the pyramid, a block would have to have been set every two and a half minutes. Once the structure had been built, its stepped exterior was carved down to create four smooth sides. The completed pyramid rose some 48 stories high above the desert floor and covered 13 square acres. The stone slabs on the exterior fit so tightly together that not even a hair could fit between them. When Khufu supreme ruler of Egypt’s fourth dynasty died, his tomb lay ready. Khufu’s 23-year reign on earth had ended, but Egyptians believed this was just the beginning. The pyramid would guide the pharaoh’s soul to the stars where he would live for eternity. Certainly some 4000 years after his death, King Khufu’s greatest achievement lives on. Not only is the Great Pyramid of Giza the oldest of the seven wonders of the ancient world, but it’s the only one to survive to this day.
*****
PAGE  
1
Content Provided by BBC Motion Gallery


