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Chapter 2 – Section 3
New Centers of Civilization

Male Speaker: Yitzchak Cohen, the local Rabbi and scribe of Tal Shavah, a short drive from Jerusalem. He has been commissioned to copy out a new Torah, the most sacred document in Judaism as it contains the Law of Moses.  Using his specially chosen turkey feather quill, Yitzchak is writing the last of the five books that make up the Torah Deuteronomy.

What are you writing on, is it paper?

Mr. Cohen: No this is a skin of a baby cow, here you can see.

Male Speaker:  Okay.

Mr. Cohen: Taking the skin of the baby cow before he came to the world actually. The idea is first of all it is very good skin and also he never saw something bad in the world.

Male Speaker: It will take Yitzchak almost a year to complete the Torah. It is slow methodical work, full of meaning and ritual. Before a scribe begins to write, he has to say a special prayer dedicating his work to God in a fascinating echo of Qumran, ritual purity also plays a part.

Mr. Cohen: The first time I was writing Torah, I felt like I am a piece of the big chain.

Male Speaker: Really.

Mr. Cohen: You understand what I mean.

Male Speaker: I do, I do know what you mean. In the modern world, the Torah could be printed, you know, could be done by computer and bound so much more easily, why the need to still write it out by hand?
Mr. Cohen: That’s a good question, and actually it is because of the rhythm that, I have to think about what I am doing, and if I will not think about the word I am writing, so the Torah is not good, and we can’t use it for a Torah, we can use it for a book in the bookshelf, but not for a Torah.

*****

PAGE  
1
Content Provided by BBC Motion Gallery

