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Chapter 3 – Section 1
Early Civilizations in India


Narrator: Here in Buddha Jayanthi Park is a tree grown from the sapling of one of the most important trees in the history of the world. It may look ordinary, but under it was conceived a movement which started off as a rebellion within Hinduism, but developed into a full-fledged religion.  
Gautama was born a prince in the Sixth century B.C. finding himself unfulfilled in his life of privilege; he walked out of his palace one night to go in search of the meaning of life. He renounced all material possessions, cut off his hair, and tried to find understanding by subjecting his body to self torture and starvation for six years. Eventually, he turned to meditation and on the 49th day of this meditation he received his enlightenment and was said to have understood the cause of suffering in this world. He became The Buddha.  Buddha was not content to keep his illumination to himself and began to teach it to others. He claimed to possess no special or mysterious truth. Everyone must think for oneself and seek ones own path to salvation, so Buddhism opens up the path to liberation to everyone rather than just the rich or the social elite. Dotted around northern India are Buddhist monasteries like this one run by Tibetan exiles, but once there were thousands of Indian Buddhist communities as Buddha’s teachings spread over the subcontinent at a phenomenal rate. The Hindu establishment felt threatened and had to fight back. It’s been said that one of their main weapons was the Gita and some commentators have even claimed that it was conceived as an attack on Buddhism. The reason for thinking this is that the Gita appears to tackle the problem from two different angles. On the one hand, it denounced renunciation. It emphasized the person’s responsibility as a householder within the society. On the other, it absorbed the strong points of Buddhism.  It spoke to the common person. It opened up the prospect of liberation to everyone in the society including and this was a bold move to make in its time, women and lower castes.
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