Chapter 3 – Section 4

Rise and Fall of Chinese Empires

Narrator: An army of 8,000 terracotta warriors guards the eastern approaches of a vast manmade mountain more massive than the pyramids of Egypt. Deep under the pyramid lie the remains of Qin Shi Huangdi, the first Emperor of China. He was laid there in the belief that like the jade in the mountain beyond his tomb, he would live forever. Two vast walls with temples and gates enclose ritual stables, kitchens and even a zoo.
Male Speaker: There was a replica of his whole kingdom with palaces, mountain ranges, rivers, and lakes, and oceans that were filled with mercury.  So the shimmering surface of the mercury would seem as if the water was flowing through these water ways and lakes and into the ocean. This whole scene would have been illuminated by lamps which were fed with great tanks of whale oil designed to keep them burning for ever and by those flickering flames one could make out in the ceiling of the tomb, constellations laid out in pearls and gems, so they would glitter as stars on the ceiling of the tomb. The first emperor was aware that tombs can be robbed and so he took elaborate precautions to make sure that no one could successfully break into his tomb. There were self firing crossbows that would aim bronze tipped arrows at anyone who might set off a tripwire in those corridors and then the whole thing buried under several million tons of earth. The eastern entrance was guarded by his spectacular terracotta army whose existence only 20 years ago was completely unknown.
Female Speaker: Qin Shi Huangdi obviously wanted an army to defend him in the after life and he knew that it probably would rot and human sacrifices, he knew that the real human bodies would also deteriorate in the ground overtime. So to him the idea of full scale life-sized terracotta models was perhaps the most ideal compromise.

Female Speaker: What I think we have to imagine is there was a concept of these objects being brought to life or having a spiritual existence beyond the boundary of death. There were some spiritual ways these armies would actually function in the after life. 
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