Chapter 4 – Section 4
The Culture of Classical Greece


Narrator: Kneeling within the sacred grove of Olympia, the athlete of Taranto could have offered precious oil in an effort to win the support of a god. As a pent-athlete he was one night away from the biggest sporting trial of his life, an opportunity to gain immortal fame, to become a legend.

Male Speaker: The athlete who competes in the games, the sense of anticipation and the sense of focus probably is coming about as close to divinity as is possible.  The only way to get even closer is to win.
Female Speaker: Imagine that this is the morning of the pentathlon and we are in the stadium. This is the very center of the games, where all of the athletes would come and perform. Now the athletes are somewhere, crazy with anticipation because they would have to come here and face crowds of tens of thousands of people all sitting up against the foot of Cronus Hill.
Narrator: Local priests acted as judges taking special positions in a judge’s stand.  While the sun scorched banks were filled with expectant crowds.

Female Speaker: We are talking about tens of thousands of people so you would have to have a special occasion for the judges, because after all they were very important to the games. Two of them would be assigned to actually run the events. Narrator: Just like today before being called to compete the waiting pent-athletes would have prepared mentally as well as physically. The athletes knew that only five events separated them from immortal fame.
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