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Chapter 5 – Section 1
The Rise of Rome


Narrator: Rome’s power came from its swords and its legions. Success in battle led to huge gains in territory, from North Africa to the Middle East to North West Europe. Riches, slaves, and plunder came in abundance. Violent conquest was followed by order, law and bureaucracy, and where Rome’s military might went, its coins went too, paying the armies, lubricating trade and returning to the center as taxes. To the uttermost frontiers of the Roman world which stretched two and a half thousand miles from Mesopotamia to Hadrian’s Wall here in Northumberland. The advancing legions sucked economic life in their wake. Trade in grain and other goods flowed outwards from Italy. Settlements and cities sprang up and money to pay the soldiers to man the ramparts was pumped all the way from the center to the furthest fringe.    
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