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Chapter 5 Section 2
From Republic to Empire


Narrator: To the uttermost frontiers of the Roman world which stretched two and a half thousand miles from Mesopotamia to Hadrian’s Wall here in Northumberland. The advancing legions sucked economic life in their wake. Trade in grain and other goods flowed outwards from Italy. Settlements and cities sprang up and money to pay the soldiers to man the ramparts was pumped all the way from the center to the furthest fringe. 
This wall, in this incredibly bleak spot actually is the northern frontier of the Roman Empire. Within those frontiers was stability and prosperity, most of the time anyway, beyond were the Barbarians and they had to be kept out. 
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