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Chapter 5 Section 4
The Development of Christianity


Narrator: One spring morning nearly 2000 years ago a Jewish prisoner was led by his Roman captors to a stone quarry just outside the walls of Jerusalem and crucified. Josephus tells the story of a revolutionary movement that began just after Jesus’ birth. It was led by a man called Judas the Galilean, one of a number of young radical Jews, possible messiahs, prepared to risk everything in the hope that they could bring about the kingdom of their God on earth. But Judas and many of his followers were picked up by the authorities and crucified. Twenty years later, news of another controversial Galilean may have reached Pilot and Chiafus through their informants. Jesus’ message about God’s rule on earth had the potential to threaten both Roman and Jewish authority, but probably wouldn’t have worried either of them as long as he stayed in Galilee.

Male Speaker #1: What do the people here on the ground in Galilee think he means by the kingdom of God?

Male Speaker #2: Where God would be a loving master, that he would reign among his people and because he loved them, then of course he would enhance their lifestyle, they certainly expected a physical or material improvement in their lifestyle through the kingdom of God, even though the major thrust would have been the spiritual relationships that developed among people.

Male Speaker #1: But how revolutionary would his message have been to those who came to hear him?
Male Speaker #2: At the beginning he was just preaching the ordinary message of a prophet, you know, repent and God will love you, subsequently he realized that the law in identifying certain people as sinners, just because of their trade, did not describe them genuinely as people and Jesus saw them as victims. Then he is becoming critical of the law, he has taken the law into his own hands and then there would have been opposition from the religious fear even from the country school teachers in Galilee.
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