Chapter 5 Section 5
Decline and Fall


Narrator: The Romans created a huge and sophisticated empire far more advanced than anything else of its time. And perhaps the most powerful symbol of that great empire is the colosseum. Back then, with its spectacular gladiatorial battles it must have been one of the wonders of the ancient world. The power of the Roman Empire lasted for nearly five centuries and eventually came to an end between 400 and 500 AD, but the fall didn’t happen overnight, the empire had been in decline for years.  There are many theories as to what finished Rome off, everything from lead poisoning to disastrous shortages of food. It was almost certainly a combination of factors but whatever the causes the empire soon fell to barbarian tribes. Rome was ransacked and the anarchy of the dark ages began.
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