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Chapter 6 Section 1
The Rise of Islam


Narrator: As we look out upon this fantastic city you can’t help but notice the impressive building of the dome of the rock, which looks a bit like a big enormous advertising holder, but is it saying something a bit more than that?
Male Speaker #1: It is saying something. Clearly Islam is saying to itself we have arrived. We consummate the history of the city. We affirm all of the prophets who were here beforehand, Solomon, David, Jesus and the rest are as important to Muslims as they are to others. Although we tend to think of medieval Jerusalem as a center of Christian pilgrimage and perhaps Jewish pilgrimage, in fact the great majority of people who came to Jerusalem for religious reasons in the Middle Ages were committed Muslims coming from the far flung corners of the Islamic empire.

Narrator: I am not a scholar and I am just like every Muslim asking questions, nobody mentions too much about coming to Jerusalem as a duty.

Some of the greatest theologians and saints in medieval Islam distinguished themselves by writing books specifically about the sacred nature, the sacred geography of the city where people should pause to reflect. The particular prayers that should be said in particular, Muslim holy places in the city and it’s just a reminder of how close Jerusalem always has been to the Muslim heart.

I did a telethon about 15 years ago, a telethon in Tel Aviv with a pop star, but now I come as a Muslim.
Male Speaker #2: As a Muslim, it’s very good, it’s not different. We have no difference in between Muslim and the Christian. We live as brothers.

Male Speaker #3: You imagine people long time ago about 100 years ago they used to travel on camels, on donkeys, on foot coming here. The people had that strong feeling for Jerusalem. They made the offer to ride for month on camels or to walk for a few months to reach Jerusalem to please God, to worship, to show they love God, they are willing to sacrifice in a walk and make that offer, but now these days with the technology, with the convenience, you get on the plane you come to Jerusalem, you don’t even get tired, few hours you are in Jerusalem, but are you, have the same strong belief like people they did before.  That’s what’s important.
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