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Chapter 6 Section 2
The Arab Empire and Its Successors


Narrator: The prophet came to the oasis of Yathrib, where he was made welcome by friendly tribesmen. Here he built the first mosque founded in Medina, the first practical embodiment of God’s ideal society. The power of that ideal was unstoppable. From small beginnings, the Muslim state led by the prophet grew to encompass much of Arabia. The message was simple, one God, one book, one prophet. After the prophet died his immediate successors quickly incorporated the whole of the peninsula. Five years after the prophet’s death, Muslim armies took Jerusalem, the third city of Islam known in Arabic as al kutz, the holy. It was a bloodless conquest and still the Islamic empire grew. Soon Egypt and Iran were part of the Muslim world.

Male Speaker #1: As soon as the prophet died there has been a rebellion against the new smaller administration put in Medina and the first Khailif had to fight against this rebellion of people, Bedouins who wanted to reject this new system of controlling the society and this new hierarchy brought by the new religion. So this will continue and there has been lot of struggles of wars among the first Muslims and there is this very big quarrel which is called in Arabic the fitenal kubra, the biggest quarrel among the first community which took place in the time of Ali.

Narrator: Ali was the prophet’s son-in-law and father of the prophet’s grandchildren. To the party of Ali the Shia, he was the prophet’s rightful successor. Uncompromising the idealistic he was passed over three times in the struggle for the succession. Finally he became the Hialif but was assassinated. One son, Hassan was poisoned; his younger son Hussein was trapped by the usury army outside what is now the sacred city of Karbala. It was a tragedy for all Islam and is reenacted every year in towns and villages all over the Shia world as here in Iran.
This is the central passion of Shia Islam, the annual confirmation that a Muslim’s duty is to support the right and the true at no matter what cost even of life itself.  For the audience that monstrous injustice, the martyrdom of the prophet’s grandson and rightful successor is an everlasting tragedy.
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