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Chapter 6 Section 4
The Culture of Islam


Narrator: The Alhambra was built over several centuries by the Moorish Dynasties, Muslim sultans who ruled Southern Spain from 711 to 1491. For the times, their rule was enlightened and even tolerant. Muslims, Christians and Jews lived peacefully together. But even as this great complex of buildings was being completed, Islam was being squeezed out of Spain by Christian Monarchs from the north, determined to convert everyone to their faith. The beauty of the Alhambra is extraordinary, the exquisite tower work, Quranic inscriptions, its playful use of water and light. This is the court of the fountain of the lions, a rather crazy example of Islamic architecture in Spain the fountains based on the fountain the Bible tell us stands outside Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem and the division of this court into four areas divided by four strips of water, they represent paradise as described in the Bible. Only those of great power in the land would be allowed to enter this paradise on earth. Here late in 1491, the last Muslim ruler in Spain sat in an alcove over there and signed away his kingdom, he had been overcome by the Catholic monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella, he agreed to go into exile and give up his land, so after nearly 800 years the last Islamic kingdom in Western Europe was over, an era had certainly come to a most dramatic end.
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