Chapter 7 Section 1
Development of African Civilizations

Narrator: It is no wonder that Egypt, the colossus of the ancient world, has gripped our imaginations; hardly surprising that it’s 3,000 years of documented history has been our bible of the story of the Nile. Yet few of us have ever heard of the other great power on the Nile and the thorn in Egypt’s side, the kingdom of Kush. Kush exported to Egypt the African goods it most desired; ivory, ebony and wild animal skins, but above all the pharaohs lusted after Kush’s goldmines. It was gold they most revered; gold that secured the pharaoh’s power and proclaim their divinity. Gold, the flesh of Gods, conferred immortality on those who wore it and were buried wrapped in it. The pharaohs need for gold gave power to the kings of Kush, but it has taken archeologists many years to reveal the true extent of Kushite power. In 1650 B.C. mighty Egypt was on its knees, its pharaoh had lost control of lower Egypt and from the south Kush was about to invade. Kush rampaged through Egypt on the smash and grab. With its saddlebags bulging with loot, the Kushite army headed home and fatally gave Egypt time to recover. Egypt eventually struck back and took Kush’s trading capitol at Sai Island opening up the frontier; the balance of power had swung Egypt’s way. In the far south of Kush, just after the Nile leaves the fourth cataract, a lone mountain rises from the desert. Jebel Barkal holds the key to a momentous shift in Kush’s history. At the foot of Jebel Barkal, Egypt built a massive fortress to defend its southern frontier capitol. The pharaohs were to make Jebel Barkal the second most important religious complex in their empire. Jebel Barkal was now the southern home of the supreme god Amun and whoever ruled here had a divine right to rule both Kush and Egypt. Egypt’s pharaohs had unwittingly set up their own downfall and the rise of the black pharaohs.  Egypt’s control of Kush ended around 1100 B.C., when troubles at home made her retreat inevitable. Around 900 BC a new Kushite dynasty emerged from the shadows and it was Egypt’s crown that the new kings of Kush now claimed. The pharaohs’ declaration that Amun of Jebel Barkal had given them the right to rule both Kush and Egypt had exploded in their faces. In 750 BC Egypt was in chaos, the remnants of power held by its priesthood. The priests welcomed the return to order through the kings of Kush who could rule Egypt with the authority of Amun of Jebel Barkal, and so Pianke, King of Kush swept into Egypt; the time of the black pharaohs had come. *****
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