Chapter 7 – Section 2

Kingdoms and States of Africa


Narrator: Zimbabwe is a land of stunning scenery. The story of its people goes back 45,000 years. The first people to live here were the Sam, a Stone Age race that lived as hunters and gatherers in the Boldestern Hills. Now we can tell something about them because they made paintings in the caves they lived in. These must be some of the earliest forms of artwork, I can tell that they represent the animals that lived in the bush, there’s an impala, I can tell that because it’s got horns, and there’s a kudu, and there’s some men hunting with some bows and arrows and then some giraffes at the top. The first villages were built 1,500 years ago. They probably look something like this reconstruction. The people led a simple outdoor life; they made their livings from growing crops and keeping cattle. Their homes are made out of mud and sticks and the roofs are made out of thatch, a witch doctor would have told the future. There are still witch doctors in Zimbabwe and not just for tourists. The tribes that lived here grew rich and strong, their villages became cities built before most of our castles and cathedrals. When white explorers first saw these walls they thought they were the legendary King Solomon’s mines. Great Zimbabwe, as it is now known, was once home to 10,000 people and among these towering walls and granite monoliths trade is bartered for gold, ivory and copper with Arab merchants from the north. Even today it still holds secrets. Nobody knows what this strange round tower was for. For three centuries this was the capital, but then the city was abandoned. Legend has it that the people left here because of a lack of salt, but it’s more likely that they stripped the land bare of firewood and fertile farmland and moved on to other pastures. That was an early kind of green message that applies to us today. Great Zimbabwe is a monument to a civilization that could build a city.   
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