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Chapter 7 – Section 3
African Society and Culture


Narrator: For centuries Africa has occupied a vivid place in the western imagination. Its shear size, diversity, and the wildness of its landscapes have made it the object of fantasy. The result has been an image of Africa that has often been less concerned with what Africa really is, than what others want it to be. The same has certainly been true of perceptions of Africa’s art.

Female Speaker: You can’t look at African art just in Europe. African art was made in Africa. It has a deep complicated meaning, it has a history, it has a context that’s integral to it itself.

Male Speaker: We are never able to fully look at anything on its own terms, because all our acts of understanding are acts of interpretation. I think that all of us have had to learn new ways of appreciating beauty, new ways of seeing.

Narrator: This is Woulangoboogoo, a village of Bamani people in Mali northwest Africa. The entire region is especially rich in traditional art forms.
Male Speaker: Captioned: Malians and indeed most Africans don’t share the European obsession with old things. For Europeans, the older an object is the more valuable it becomes, whereas our statuettes, our masks are really religious objects used in rituals. They have a limited active life.

Narrator: African art has for years provided ideas and inspiration for western artists who have found meanings of their own in objects from Africa.  In the west we take works from Africa and display them in art galleries and museums. Here they are carefully lit and scrutinized as art, but however, beautifully displayed they are far removed from the cultures that produced them.
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