Chapter 8 Section 4
India after the Guptas


Narrator: Madurai, in the southern state of Tamilnadu, is one of India’s most vibrant cities. Of the thousands of glorious Hindu temples in India, I have chosen the Meenakshi temple in Madurai as my treasure because it is so full of life. Well here is the great gate to the Meenakshi temple. It’s called the gate of the eight goddesses and I try and get across the road and have a look. The gate reveals how the fertility Goddess Meenakshi, another incarnation of poverty, met the God Shiva, fell in love and was transformed losing a third breathe of her fishy aroma. The Meenakshi temple goes back almost 1000 years, but it has now been preserved in aspic, this Technicolor paint work is regularly refreshed and its larger than life decoration, lovingly renovated. These south Indian temples are worlds within worlds, cities within cities. Temples are conceived of concentric courts and the more one penetrates the center of the temple of course the holier it gets. This is on the outer core and from the start it’s a place for pilgrims to come, to have shops, to have their kitchens, to have their lodgings and that tradition survives. I am now getting towards the heart of the temple, the holiest part and here’s the tank in front of me, the tank containing sacred water, water that is capable of purifying the darkest sin. The people are gathered here in large numbers today for weddings. This is a great wedding day. In front of the great temple, loaded with imagery, celestial beings, divinities, animals, fierce looking guardians and the whole of the Hindu world really, represented on that great pyramid structure. 
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